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Two main strategies for wound coverage until final 

closure:

Conventional Wound Dressing (CWD): easier to

apply, seals the wound, and absorbs exudate.

Negative Pressure Wound Therapy (NPWT):

enhances blood flow, reduces edema, promotes

wound healing

3a. Result1. Introduction

3b. Results

2. Study Selection

4. Conclusion

• 33% higher rates of overall infection with CWD

• 35% and 20% higher rates of superficial and deep infection respectively with

CWD

• 35% higher rates of overall infection with CWD for Tibial fractures

• NPWT appears to be a reasonable option for wound management in Gustilo 3
lower limb fractures until final closure

9 articles: 5 RCT, 4 RS 

• 535 lower limb fractures classified as Gustilo 3 

• 323 managed with NPWT and 212 with CWD. 

• Wound size 63-192cm2
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